.                        Brief report on  PORSEC-2004 meeting at Concepcion, Chile.
The Pan Ocean Remote Sensing Conference for 2004  (PORSEC-2004), the biennial international meeting of this association, took place as announced between  November 24 and December 3, at the University of Concepcion, Concepcion, Chile.  This was the seventh Conference following  Bali (2002), Goa (2000), Quingdao (1998), Victoria (1996), Melbourne (1994) and  Okinawa (1992).  Remarkably the participation and support of the Space Agencies and leading international organizations in Oceanography  such as IOC is now involving their incorporation into the  Scientific Organizing Committee. This is to   plan the Conferences and the development of the Association  to better  serve both the research interests of the international scientific and technological community and their interaction with developing countries, as well as their  needs in education and capacity building. Thus, scientists representing  JAXA, NASA, NOAA, ESA, DLR, CNES, CSA, CONAE, ONR and IOC/UNESCO met to participate with other scientists  in the general and special sessions. On this respect, the last special session convened by Dr. Kristina Katsaros  President of  PORSEC and Professor Eduardo Diaz, University of Chile,  was  remarkable  being directed to presentations on “SPACE AGENCY PROGRAMS AND  PLANS”. Tasuku Tanaka, Sirpa Hakkinen, Pablo Clemente-Colón, Pascal Lecomte, Klaus-Dieter Reiniger, Aurelie Sand, Howard Edel and Fernando Colomb spoke representing the above listed agencies.  A CD with these presentation is being issued. 
One other unique aspect of this meeting  was the organization by IOC and PORSEC of a  “Remote Sensing Workshop on Capacity Building needs for Latin America and the Caribbean”  developed two days before the Conference and convened  by Dr. César Toro IOC/IOCARIBE and  Drs. José Stuardo and Eligio Amthauer, representing PORSEC and the University of  Concepcion. Specialists from Trinidad –Tobago, Mexico, Costa Rica, Colombia, Brazil, Peru., Argentina and Chile were invited to participate. Observers from PORSEC, Cuba, Norway and Russia were also present. An ad hoc report on the workshop was prepared and sent to IOC-TEMA
The Conference proper was  arranged around 8 general sessions and 7 special sessions. The general sessions were: Large scale climatic changes, air-sea transfer  and ENSO;  Coastal environments and management; Color; Coastal dynamical processes; Ocean circulation, waves and sea level variation; Winds and weather; Scatterometer; Remote sensing applications and  new technologies.  In turn, the topics for the special sessions were : Remote sensing and Fisheries; Underwater acoustics; Toxic algal blooms; Antarctic and Arctic Oceanography and Climatology; Georeferentiation; Capacity Building  and Space agencies programs and plans. In general, the quality of the contributions was remarkable and  the organizers appreciate the participation of so many outstanding scientists, among others,  a well represented group of French scientists reporting on their novel studies in the South  Eastern Pacific. 
One other important result of the Conference was the publication of the Proceedings in two volumes in color issued as volume 68 (2)  of the Chilean  scientific journal Gayana, an International  Journal of Biodiversity, Oceanology and Conservation. Volume one  (Tomo 1) included 58 short papers  and volume 2 (Tomo 2) 113 contributions of which 55 are  short papers and 58  abstracts.  Thus, a total of 171 contributions were presented  corresponding to well over  600 authors and co-authors.  
Around 160  participating scientists and accompanying persons, some of them arriving and departing in between the days of the Conference,  represented 24 different countries. As usual, a majority came  from the US and the hosting country, Chile. The other represented countries were Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba,  Italy (ESA), France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Mexico,  Norway, Peru, Russia, Thailand, United  Kingdom and Trinidad -Tobago. 
The organizers thank the important grants provided by  ONR, NASA, NOAA, ESA, DLR, JAXA,  IOC and  the important support of the University of  Concepcion , all of which contributed to the participation of scientists from developing countries,  the issue of the Proceedings and  the organization  of the Conference in general. 
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